
HOUSE     SB 29 (2nd reading) 

RESEARCH         Birdwell et al. (Lozano) 

ORGANIZATION bill digest 5/22/2023   (CSSB 29 by Spiller) 

 

 

SUBJECT: Prohibiting certain mandates related to COVID-19 prevention 

 

COMMITTEE: State Affairs — committee substitute recommended 

 

VOTE: 9 ayes — Hunter, Dean, Geren, Guillen, Metcalf, Raymond, Slawson, 

Smithee, Spiller 

 

3 nays — Hernandez, Anchía, Turner 

 

1 absent — E. Thompson 

 

SENATE VOTE: On final passage (April 3) — 20 - 10 

 

WITNESSES: For — Stephanie Schiltz, Texans for Vaccine Choice; Michael Belsick 

(Registered, but did not testify: James Parnell, Dallas Police Association; 

Ray Hunt, Houston Police Officers’ Union; Michelle Evans, Texans for 

Vaccine Choice; Tom Glass, Texas Constitutional Enforcement; Cindi 

Castilla, Texas Eagle Forum; Dallas Reed, Texas Municipal Police 

Association; AJ Louderback, Texas Sheriffs’ Regional Alliance; Natalie 

Ibe, True Texas Project; and eight individuals) 

 

Against — (Registered, but did not testify: Mark Wiggins, Association of 

Texas Professional Educators; Guadalupe Cuellar, City of El Paso; Paul 

Sugg, Harris County Commissioners Court; Bill Kelly, Mayor’s Office, 

City of Houston; Leonard Aguilar, Texas AFL-CIO; Eli Melendrez, Texas 

American Federation of Teachers; Michelle Gallas, Texas Medical 

Association and Texas Pediatric Society; Elaina Fowler, Texas State 

Teachers Association; Julie Wheeler, Travis County Commissioners 

Court; Katherine Schmader, Cynthia Van Maanen, Travis County 

Democratic Party; Nicole Ma, Sarah Syed, Steven Wu, Woori Juntos; and 

79 individuals) 

 

BACKGROUND: Some have suggested that prohibiting local governments from 

implementing certain mandates related to COVID-19 would help to 

protect individual freedoms. 
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DIGEST: CSSB 29 would prohibit a governmental entity from implementing, 

ordering, or otherwise imposing a mandate to prevent the spread of 

COVID-19 that required: 

  

• a person to wear a face mask or other face covering; 

• a person to be vaccinated against COVID-19; or  

• the closure of a private business or a public, open-enrollment 

charter, or private school.  

 

Limitations on mandates related to face masks would not apply to state 

supported living centers, facilities operated by the Texas Criminal Justice 

Department or the Texas Juvenile Justice Department, municipal or 

county jails, or hospitals or other health care facilities owned by a 

governmental entity that were subject to certain other rules prescribed by a 

government agency which conflicted with the imitation. Limitations on 

mandates related to vaccines would apply only to the extent that the 

prohibition did not conflict with certain federal rules.  

 

The bill would take immediate effect if finally passed by a two-thirds 

record vote of the membership of each house. Otherwise, it would take 

effect September 1, 2023. 

 


